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First Hangi At The Hub A Big Success
The Katherine Individual Support
Program (KISP) is an ambitious and
progressive new approach to
providing care to most vulnerable
members of the Katherine
community. This pilot program has
taken a unique perspective in
delivering services to individuals
currently experiencing
homelessness, addiction and
complex chronic health needs.

Workers, Eli Sherman, Bruce Lake
and Joyce Williams.

We were inspired by this bold and
ambitious plan from the top level of
government. The Prime Minister
Each year Katherine’s network of
acknowledged the severity of their
services working with housing and
issue set about to immediately help
homelessness issues hold an event
the most vulnerable. The hangi is a
during National Homelessness Week, ‘shout-out’ across the Tasman in
with the aim to:
acknowledgment of this leadership,

raise awareness and challenge and a call to our leaders for
perceptions of homelessness; immediate action of this kind”.

provide direct assistance to
people experiencing
He also said “Katherine has 30 times
The central principle of KISP is to
homelessness; and
the national average of people
operate within a collaborative
experiencing homelessness. We

call for change.
framework, permitting
need something to change. Every
This
year
the
Katherine
Doorways
representatives from a multitude of
single day services send their clients
Hub hosted the Hangi at the Hub on back out into the long-grass because
different Katherine based
community social support services to the 9th August 2018 in conjunction
there simply is nowhere else to go.
with
other
Katherine
based
service
interact and assist with linking
Services have had enough. We need
providers held stalls while the Wurli crisis or shelter accommodation to
clients to relevant pre-existing
KISP team cooked the Hangi which
programs, while preserving their
be able to tackle these broader
fed
over
160
people.
The
event
was
individual organisational autonomy.
issue.” Dr Simon Quilty, the head
coordinated by the Katherine
The KISP model of practice is based
Doctor from Katherine District
Accommodation Action Group
on the palliative care approach to
Hospital, who has been instrumental
(KAAG).
Harley
Dannatt,
the
health, is heavily influenced by SEWB
in getting the KISP program up and
Coordinator of the Katherine
and the recovery framework.
running also spoke at the event,
Doorways Hub who spoke at the
“Katherine is a place that is solving
The Program is currently managed
event said “In May this year, New
its own problems to do with
by Mary Moloney, (Wellbeing
Zealand Prime Minister Jacinda
homelessness through
Manager, Kelly McGregor (KISP
Ardern set a target to offer shelter to collaboration.”
Coordinator) and three Support
all rough sleepers within 4 weeks.
Story by Kelly McGregor
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A Message From Our Chairperson
Hello all Wurli Staff, Clients, Members & Stakeholders,

Lisa Mumbin
Chairperson & Member for Mialli
Brumby

Welcome to the new financial year 2018/2019. I would like to thank
Executive, Management and all staff for the fantastic work that has been
happening over the last 12 months, it is wonderful to see our organisation
grow not just in the number of staff but programs areas. Wurli’s new
programs are going to help support and improve Wurli’s long standing
commitment to closing the gap for our people who desperately need these
additional services. We recognise the continued efforts that program
areas are doing in providing more community engagement and outreach
activities through clinical, health promotion and community services
programs, this has been a big focus from the Board in the last 3 years.
Well done to those Indigenous employees who have stepped up into
Coordinator positions, Phillip Butler, Joni Wilson, Albert Watego and Heidi
Perner. The Board of Directors are coming to the end of our 3 year term
with local elections and subsequent appointment of a new Board due this
year at the AGM. It has been a pleasure being your Chairperson the last 3
years and working alongside all my fellow Directors. Take care

Congratulations Wurli AOD
On the 21st, 22nd and 23rd August, Phillip Butler,
Micheal Taylor and Kathleen Andrews attended the
2018 Remote Alcohol and Other Drug Workforce
forum in Alice Springs. This was the forum’s 11th year
and the theme focused on Community, Clients,
Connections and Culture.
During the forum education sessions were delivered
on Foetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD),
Domestic and Family Violence, Child Focus family
treatment, Volatile Substance Abuse, the NT Band
Drinkers Register, as well as guest motivational
speaker Johnathan Hermawan who has had lots of
involvement into the Remote AOD Workforce over the
years. Over 40 participants attended from all over the
Northern Territory from both Department of Health
(NT Gov) and Aboriginal Medical Services.

AOD Coordinator Phillip Butler, Kathleen Andrews
Community Support Worker and Michael Taylor Case
Worker

Phillip Butler was awarded the Urban Workers of the
year, this award is given for the growth in leadership
both within the Remote AOD Workforce and within
Wurli-Wurlinjang Health Services.

The Wurli-Wurlinjang AOD team was awarded the
Community Engagement and Health Promotion
The Wurli AOD team delivered a presentation about
award, with the great work that Micheal Taylor, Maria
the services that are delivered in Katherine and in line Driver and Kathleen Andrews in conjunction with
with the theme talking to each of the topics
other Community Services staff have been doing over
Community, Clients, Connections and Culture.
the last nine months including the presentation Maria
The night of Wednesday 22nd August, the Workforce and Kathleen did at the Top End FASD Forum in May
2018 which was mentioned as a highlight. The AOD
held an awards night dinner where the Wurli AOD
team collected 3 awards. Micheal Taylor was awarded staff retuned from Alice Springs inspired and ready to
keep moving forward with both clients and community
the Encouragement Award. This award is given to a
new employee to the Remote AOD workforce who has and to grow the AOD service at Wurli.
begun to show great potential in this field of work.
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WURLI’S AFTER HOURS CLINIC
The after hours clinic will now be open two days a week as of Monday 10th September.
It will be open on Monday and Wednesday nights from 6pm—9pm. It is located at our Gudbinji Clinic at 6
Kintore Street. Please be advised that these after hours clinics are only available to Wurli clients. Clients may
book appointments by contacting our reception staff on 89729100 or by walking in at anytime during those
operating hours.

WURLI WISHES TO ADVISE OF THE FOLLOWING PROGRAM LOCATION CHANGES:


COMMUNITY SERVICES TEAMS INCLUDING THE DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES (EDCS) HAVE RELOCATED
TO 9 SECOND STREET, KATHERINE (THE OLD WHITE HOUSE FURNISHERS STORE).
THESE PROGRAMS INCLUDE: KATHERINE INDIVIDUAL SUPPORT PROGRAM (KISP), STRONG INDIGENOUS
FAMILIES (SIF), ALCOHOL AND OTHER DRUGS (AOD), WELLBEING, SEWB & MENTAL HEALTH.



STRONGBALA JUSTICE WILL RELOCATE TO 9 SECOND STREET BY THE END OF SEPTEMBER.



CORPORATE SERVICES INCLUDING EXECUTIVE (MINUS THE EDCS), CLINICAL ADMIN, FINANCE AND OTHER
SUPPORT SERVICES HAVE RELOCATED BACK TO THE MAIN CLINIC AT 25 THIRD STREET, KATHERINE



ALL OTHER SERVICES REMAIN THE SAME

Staff Motivational Day
On Wednesday 20th June, Wurli hosted a staff
motivational day at the back of the main clinic open
grassed area.

those staff performing beyond expectations.

All staff joined together for a BBQ luncheon and then
spent the afternoon doing activities brought about to
encourage us to continue working together as a team
and to recognise what it is about our jobs and working
at Wurli that really inspires us.

Quiet Achievers: Camille Berto, Lisa Lecouteur &
Reggie Ryan
Most Consistent: Sally Lowing & Hilary Sinfield
Team Players: Naomi Rosas & Velma King
Executives Award: Dr Megan Cope

Congratulations to the following staff:

Our Executive members, Suzi
Berto (Chief Executive Officer),
Dr Peter Fitzpatrick (Executive
Director Medical Services) and
Darrell Brock (Executive Director
Community Services) gave
speeches to give all staff
updates on the current and
future planning of our
organisation, how far we have
come from where we started
and what achievements have
been made in the last 12
months.
The afternoon was topped off
with an Awards presentation to

Staff during the afternoon activities
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theme for the day and the naming of this day was in
honour of Ms Temperton which was a suggestion
from our Board of Director’s. Staff and Elders had the
opportunity to spend the afternoon sitting, relaxing
and yarning under the gum trees of the nature park
(In memory of Ms. Therese
listening to each other’s stories or just sitting back
listening to the birds chirping. The Elders were able to
Temperton)
walk around in the open areas of the park and take in
th
On Wednesday 15 August 2018, Wurli’s Community the fresh air of the day. There was an opportunity for
Services teams hosted a joint Men’s and Women’s
everyone to participate in painting activities and the
Elders Day event which took place at Low Level
making of the Elders day banner painted on canvas
Nature Park.
with everyone’s handprints.

ELDERS DAY EVENT
2018

35 participants attended including senior’s from
Kalano, Rockhole, Binjari Community, Katherine
Township and joined by some of the Wurli Director’s
& staff. May Rosas, our Cultural Advisor, opened the
event with a Welcome to Country and an
acknowledgement of the late Ms Temperton who was
the Wurli Strong Indigenous Families Coordinator and
sadly passed away after a car accident in March this
year.

The luncheon on the day included a choice of buffalo,
camel and chicken rissoles along with kangaroo and
scotch fillet steak with fresh salads and a low fat
dessert.
A big thank you to all the Community Services teams
for supporting and organising this special event and
also thanks to Health Promotions for their
contribution on the day.

Therese’s submission of ideas for this event were the Story by Darrell Brock

Our Elders day regulars enjoying the painting activities

Joyce Blitner cutting the specially made cake
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Smoking Ceremony at Wurli

The traditional performers from Wugularr as they proceed to the Main Clinic building for smoking

On the 10th August 2018, Wurli coordinated the help of the traditional ceremony/dancers from Wugularr
Community (Beswick) to come perform the smoking ceremony. Smoking was carried out at all of our buildings
including Main Clinic (25 Third Street), Strongbala Justice/Strong Indigenous Families (23 Third Street),
Women’s & Children’s Health/Family Partnership Program building (21 Third Street) and Gudbinji Chronic
Conditions Clinic (6 Kintore Street). Staff were able to witness this special and spiritual occasion which is a
culturally significant ceremony in Aboriginal culture.
“A smoking ceremony is an ancient aboriginal custom in Australia that involves burning various native plants
to produce smoke, which has cleansing properties and the ability to ward off bad spirits from the people and
the land and make pathway for a brighter future.” https://aboriginalincursions.com.au

Commencing with burning of the leaves

Smoking underway at the demountables at 23 Third Street

Page 5

Wurli-Wurlinjang Health Service

Issue 3, September 2018

Education Sessions at Venndale

Rhiannon the Exercise Physiologist during a fitness session with clients at Venndale

Story By Julie Evans. Photo courtesy of Venndale
On the 23rd August the Diabetes Educator, Julie Evans
arranged for the Primary Health Network’s Chrissy &
Rhiannon and Health Promotions Coordinator Patrick
Ahkit to go out to Venndale for the morning.

Educator provided equipment for Blood Glucose Levels
(BGL) monitoring and how to use a BGL machine &
insulin pen. Patrick provided education on a healthy
Body Mass Index (BMI) and did everyone’s BMI for
better understanding. The sessions went well with
The group of 25 participants were divided into four
everyone having an enjoyable morning, eager to learn
groups, each presenter provided 15 minute educational
what there BGL’s, & BMI’s were. Rhiannon visits
session to each group.
Venndale and Strongbala often and has made up
exercise regimes for clients in the sessions.
Rhiannon, the Exercise Physiologist, provided 15
minutes of exercise which included weights and
Over the last few months we have seen an increase in
stretches. The Cardiac Nurse discussed cardiovascular
the participation of clients in these sessions who are
disease, angina verses heart attack, cardiac risk factors
keen to keep fit and train, which is very encouraging.
and breathing and relaxing exercises. The Diabetes

Katherine Family Fun Day
On Saturday 1st September the Member for Katherine, Ms
Sandra Nelson held the 2018 Katherine Family Fun Day at the
Lindsay Street Complex. Wurli had staff members from the
community services team participate in the event with fun
activities for the children, lucky dips and health promotion
freebies to give away. Other activities included Ranger Clair
with her Parks & Wildlife education program, Families as First
Teachers art & craft activities and the jumping castles.
Wurli Team: Margie Schubert, Michael Taylor, Kelly McGregor &
Arnold Collard with Ms Sandra Nelson
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HR Central
WELCOME TO ALL THE NEW WURLI EMPLOYEES

Natalie Brooks

Bronwen Holland

Danielle Genadiev

Joyce Williams

Keinan Appleby

25th June 2018
Counsellor
SIF

9th July 2018
Registered Aboriginal
Health Practitioner

16th July 2018
Family Home Visitor
WWFPP

23rd July 2018
Support Worker
KISP

23rd July 2018
Registered Aboriginal
Health Practitioner

Dr. Theingi OO

Dr. Rob Forbes

Dr. Vishal Kohli

Kimberley Window

Anna Taylor

23rd July 2018
GP Registrar

27th July 2018
GP Registrar

27th July 2018
GP Registrar

27th July 2018
Registered Nurse
Binjari

20th August 2018
Human Resource
Officer

To find out about all
our current vacancies
Head to our website
www.wurli.org.au/
employment/positions-vacant/

Lane Spain

Kaleishia Ross

Email HR
hr@wurli.org.au
Micheala Mills

3rd September 2018
5th September 2018
10th September 2018
Transport Officer/CLO Community Engagement
Clinic Receptionist
Support Officer SIF

Or call our Reception and ask
to speak to HR
08 8972 9100
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WURLI NAIDOC SOFTBALL TEAM

Wurli’s 2018 NAIDOC softball team: (Back L-R) Asman Rory, Lazarus Manbulloo, Joni Wilson, Kathleen Andrews & Eli
Sherman. (Front L-R) Mary Moloney, Phillip Butler & Sarah Rory, Camille Berto and Kaleigha Bain

On the 14th July, the Katherine Softball Association
(KSA) as part of NAIDOC Week 2018 hosted a social
softball match between the two nominated teams
Wurli and Remix.
In the spirit of this year’s NAIDOC theme “Because of
her, we can”, KSA marked the occasion to
acknowledge the long history of women’s softball in
Katherine with photo albums full of old and new
photos showcasing the many generations of females
in the Katherine Region who have played and some
who still play.

are never meant to be serious, rather an opportunity
for those participating to enjoy themselves and have a
few laughs while having a run around the diamond.
Although Wurli may have won by a few questionable
base running tactics ending in players making it
home, it is safe to say all who participated had a good
time with plenty of fun and laughs all round.

Player of the match went to our very own Mary
Moloney for her sliding and base running to keep
everyone entertained. Well done to the juniors
Kaleigha Bain and Dallas Sherratt who participated
for both teams and Wurli’s own mascot Miss Sarah
Tea, coffee and morning tea was available before the Rory (daughter of Wurli employees Joni Wilson and
game kicked off at 11am. The NAIDOC softball games Asman Rory) pictured above.

The Wurli-Wurlinjang Health Service AGM is coming up on
the 21st November 2018. We encourage all Members of
Wurli to attend. Notices and advertisements will be
available in coming weeks. Please keep an eye out!
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