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Wurli Seniors Days A Big Hit

Group photo of most of the ladies that attended the Senior Ladies Day at Reflections Hair Salon. Front L-R: Annie
Morton, Rita Brumby, Bonnie Brown, Joyce Blitner, Joan Williams, Betty Taylor. Back L-R: Maria Driver, Sally Mumbin,
Lorraine Martin, May Rosas, Sally Winburr, Kathy Brown, Nat Angove, Gloria Peckham, Marie Dowling & Olivia Raymond

On the 30th & 31st August, Wurli treated our local senior
ladies to a morning of hair cuts and styles at Reflections
Hair Salon. 18 ladies participated in what turned out to
be a lovely morning of catching up and enjoying the
company of their senior peers. All the ladies loved their
new look thanks to Nat Angove and her team at
Reflections. On day two, the Wurli team took the ladies to

the Katherine Museum for a tour of the sites which many
had not seen for years. It was quite an experience for
them to see all the new memorabilia, stories and photos
as well as all the old artefacts they all grew up with as
young children in Katherine. Big thank you to Nat and her
team, as well as the Katherine Museum staff for hosting
Wurli and the ladies for the two memorable days.
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Late 2015: The buildings when first relocated to the site and construction commenced

Early 2017: Before the extensions commenced to the rear of this building .

The construction of the building (above) located at 21 Third Street, Katherine started in late 2015 where
previously it was a large open area utilised for staff car parking. It was initially built for the Strong Indigenous
Women’s Program however the program ceased in mid 2016. Later that year the Women & Children’s
Program relocated to this building from the Main Clinic taking on the name the “Women’s & Children’s Health
Centre”. They continue to deliver the same service i.e. women’s health checks, children’s health checks and
antenatal care.
In early 2017, Wurli submitted an application for grant funding to extend the building to include 4 new
consult rooms, 1 storeroom and 1 medication room. Construction commenced on the 17th July 2017 and is
now complete awaiting the Certificate of Occupancy. Watch this space!

July 2017: When construction started

Sept 2017: The extension completed
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Staff Milestones
Peter Jackson

Huge congratulations to Patrick Kelly
on his 20 years of service at Wurli on the 18th
September 2017. Pictured with Nick Scrymgour,
Admin Services Manager

Congratulations to Peter Jackson on his 5 years service at
Wurli on the 24th September 2017. Pictured with AOD
Manager Andy Blaney and Justice program colleague
William Kossack.

Katherine High School Year 7’s Session on Chronic Disease
By Bridgette Hutchinson (Outreach Coordinator)

The Wurli Outreach team attended a session with the Stars team
and Year 7 students to teach them about chronic disease. Naomi
Rosas got the girls to identify organs on a sheet and discussed what
they do using the anatomy mannequin. Maggie Raymond shared
her story about diabetes. Maggie discussed how she was on
medication but by changing her lifestyle she has managed to
control her diabetes. She talked about healthy food/exercise and
being overweight. Other discussions involved Rheumatic Heart
Disease and how to prevent it, Kidney disease, what it means and
how to prevent it. They also listened to their hearts with
stethoscopes and felt their pulses to identify how the heart is
pumping blood through their bodies.
Lastly they dissected a lambs heart and identified the four
chambers and valves. We had 8 girls participate and all seemed to
enjoy the session.

Maggie Raymond, Trainee Aboriginal Health Practitioner

Visit from Senator McCarthy
On the 2nd August 2017, Senator Malarndirri
McCarthy came for a quick visit to Wurli to meet
and greet with our Board of Directors.
Senator McCarthy pictured with Board member May
Rosas (left) and Chairperson Lisa Mumbin (right).

Page 3

SEPTEMBER 2017

WURLI RADAR

Sally Winburr and Majella Friel
getting hair washed before cuts

Marie Dowling getting her hair blow
dried by Nat

Celebrating our Elders for Seniors Month
(August) 2017

Annie Morton with her new hair cut
The ladies at the museum before they started their tour

Juanita Heparia enjoyed seeing the old memorabilia

Marie Dowling, Dot Butler, Majella Friel and Betty Taylor reading all
the memorabilia in the new section of the Museum
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Senior Men’s Day at Low Level

Front L-R: Esau Thompson, John Williams, Michael Lim, Keith Manbulloo, Harry Sambo & Victor Dixon.
Back L-R: Albert O’Connor, Peter Jackson, Doug Kelly, Terry Radford, Paul Douglas David Hughes, Kevin Rogers, David
Katherine & Michael Taylor at the Low Level Nature Park

Wurli-Wurlinjang Strongbala Programs (Justice and AOD) conducted an outing for the Senior Men of Katherine
at Low Level Nature Park. Throughout the morning the men were able to do some fishing down the river and
sit around under the shady trees to relax and have a yarn about the old days. Some of the men had the
opportunity to catch fish however threw them back as a bit small to share them with everyone. The men
however were treated to morning tea and lunch of kangaroo and beef stew and rice. They enjoyed being
waited on by the Wurli staff and a couple of younger men who had the opportunity to participate and assist.
All up there were 19 senior men in attendance and they all the enjoyed their time singing, playing the guitar
and telling stories.

David Hughes playing the guitar

Keith Manbulloo and Albert O’Connor
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Welcome to our New Employees
Joni Wilson
Returning as RAHP

Catherine Pendrey
New GP Registrar

Started: 24th July 2017

Started: 28th July 2017

Danushi Abeyarantne
New GP Registrar

Sophia Scrimgeour
New GP Registrar

Started: 24th July 2017

Started: 28th July 2017

Sandra Zhang
New GP Registrar

Debbie Grigg
New Clinical Trial Officer—Ti Tree Oil

Started: 24th July 2017

Started: 21st August 2017

From: Korey Peckham
Sent: Friday, 1 September 2017
Subject: Thank You
A big thank you to Camille, Cynthia and Wurli for providing the
Senior Women's day over the last two days. My grandmother
came home on both days glowing, full of joy and loving her
new haircut.
Much appreciated.
From: Phillip Butler
Sent: Friday, 1 September
2017
Subject: RE: Thank You
Yes well done ladies, my
mother also enjoyed her 2
days out catching up with
other old locals yarning and
having a good time

From: Naomi Rosas
Sent: Friday, 1 September 2017
Subject: RE: Thank You
Yes thank you to those who organised the Senior Woman’s Day. Was
very lovely to hear Mum and all of
the other ladies enjoyed their day.
THANK YOU!

From: Karen Kay
Sent: Friday, 1 September 2017
Subject: RE: Thank You
Yes well done ladies. My mother had a great time and could not
praise the Wurli staff enough, a credit to the staff members
involved. Great to see the oldies catching up and socialising.

Sent: Monday, 24 July 2017
Subject: Bye
Dear Wurli colleagues and staff,
Thank you for a wonderful term at Wurli. It's
a great place to work, with a great staff and
working environment. I wish you and your
families all the best for the future. Keep up
the excellent work over there.
Kind regards, Dev (GP Registrar)
From: Sandra Allwright
Sent: Friday, 1 September 2017
Subject: FW: Thank You
Good Morning All
I had excellent feedback from my
Neighbour Mrs Lorraine Martyn
yesterday, who was very proud to show
me her new haircut. Compliments to
Cynthia and Wurli for providing the
nibblies at the hairdressers and lunch
at the Museum. It’s great to see our
Seniors getting out and about.
Well done All..
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Childhood Cancer Awareness Month
For more information on Childhood Cancer & how to make donations visit the website www.childhoodcancer.asn.au

International Childhood Cancer Awareness Month
Childhood Cancer Awareness Month was first proclaimed by former US President Obama in
2010. Since then it has become a global initiative, raising awareness for childhood cancer.
The Gold Ribbon is the International Awareness Symbol of Childhood Cancer, with gold being
the international colour of childhood cancer awareness.

Childhood Cancer Statistics

 Each year, more than 950 children and adolescents in Australia – and 163,000 children
worldwide – are diagnosed with cancer.
 One third of childhood cancers are diagnosed in children aged 0–4years.
 Every week, nearly three children and adolescents in Australia – and 1,500 children worldwide – die
from cancer.
Source: Children’s Cancer Institute 2017

How to show your support during Childhood Cancer Awareness Month
There are so many ways you can raise awareness and fundraise
during International Childhood Cancer Awareness Month.
Buy an Elliot; Fundraise online with a personalised page, Join
'Team Elliot' in the City-Bay Fun Run; Buy a limited edition
Candid Jewellery 'Love Life' disc; or donate to support a child &
their family.

Australian Prostate Cancer Awareness Month

Support Us
Each day more than 57 Australian
men will be told they have prostate
cancer. That’s more than 20,000
families affected each year by an
untimely and unwanted cancer
diagnosis.
It is a sad reality that it happens to
our family members, our friends
and people in our community.
Cancer doesn’t discriminate it just
happens. That’s why supporting
medical research into these
devastating diseases is often a very
personal decision that can be
prompted by experience with a
particular disease. It is motivated by
a desire to make a difference and to
be part of the cancer solution.
For more information on Australian
Prostate Cancer visit the website at:
www.ausprostatecancer.com.au

Statistics
 More men die of prostate cancer each year than women do of breast cancer
 1 in 5 males risk developing prostate cancer by age 85
 Prostate cancer is the most common internal cancer in Australian men
 In 2018 it is estimated 17,729 cases of prostate cancer will be diagnosed in
Australia
 More than 3,100 Australian men die from prostate cancer each year
 Prostate cancer was responsible for 13% of all cancer deaths in Australia in
2007
 Second leading cause of death in Australian males
 Deaths from Prostate Cancer have increased from 2,711 in 2001 to 3,102 in
2014
 This increase is expected to continue – reaching 25,000 new cases in 2020
Males over the age of 50 should discuss prostate cancer with their doctor and be
screened for the disease on an annual basis.
The following changes should be reported to a GP or medical specialist:
• Frequent urination
• Urgent and sudden need to urinate
• Difficulty in urinating
• Pain when urinating
• Weaker than normal stream
• Painful ejaculation
• Blood in urine or semen
• Erectile dysfunction
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Wurli’s Visit To Congress, Alice Springs
On the 27th September
2017, our CEO Suzi Berto,
Chairperson Lisa Mumbin
and Executive Assistant
Camille Berto visited
Congress while in Alice
Springs during the week
and was able to catch up
with former Wurli RAHP’s
Bonnie King and Leitisha
Jackson who are now
doing really well as
coordinators of their
clinical areas. Well done
Leitisha Jackson, CEO Suzi Berto and Bonnie King at Congress in Alice Springs ladies.

Northern Carnival AFL Competition
By Andy Blaney
The KHS Clontarf Academy hosted the Northern Carnival AFL competition on Tuesday 5th at Katherine High
School oval and Wednesday 6th September at Nitmiluk Oval. There were AOD resources on display including
caps, bucket hats, drink bottles etc.
The young participants found the beer goggles the most interesting. We explained the purpose of the goggles
and the boys tried to kick, handball and mark the football while wearing the goggles which resulted in much
laughter and banter about the effects of alcohol on normal behaviours. They had young boys from Broome,
Fitzroy, Palmerston, Darwin, Gove and Katherine who asked some really terrific questions about standard
drinks, volatile substance misuse, smoking and sexual health. Overall, it was a terrific 2 days.

Phillip Butler, Raymond Irlam, Michael Taylor & Patrick Ahkit at the Nitmiluk Oval
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